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Abstract

This study aims to conduct a Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) of Mohammad Javad
Zarif's resignation letter, published on March 3, 2025. Drawing on Fairclough's three-
dimensional model, the study examines the text at the levels of description,
interpretation, and explanation. To further explain the findings, it incorporates
Foucault's concepts of power relations, subjectification, and agonism. At the descriptive
level, the linguistic analysis reveals that the repeated use of first-person pronouns to
emphasize responsibility, service-oriented verbs to describe the author's actions, and
positive adjectives to characterize the people collectively construct an image of the
author as an ethical and responsible political actor. At the interpretive level, the findings
indicate that, through the strategy of de-agentification, the text deliberately obscures the
principal sources of political pressure, thereby avoiding direct political confrontation.
Simultaneously, by redefining the role of the Judiciary from an authoritative institution
to one offering a "recommendation,” the resignation is represented as a voluntary and
rational decision. Finally, at the explanatory level, the study argues that while the
discourse contributes to preserving the existing political order and managing political
tensions, it also imposes a symbolic cost on the power structure by relocating the

primary sources of legitimacy to God and the people.
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Introduction

Political texts constitute more than instruments of communication; they function as
discursive practices through which political actors construct identities, negotiate
legitimacy, and represent power relations. From the perspective of Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA), language is not a neutral medium but a means of shaping social
reality and reproducing or challenging existing power structures. Accordingly, the
resignation of a political figure can be understood as a discursive event rather than
merely an administrative act, offering valuable insights into the relationship between

political actors, power, and legitimacy .

Purpose of the Study

This study examines Mohammad Javad Zarif's resignation letter, published on March
3, 2025, using Fairclough's three-dimensional model of Critical Discourse Analysis.
To explain the findings, it further draws on Foucault's concepts of power relations,
subjectification, and agonism. The study aims to investigate how linguistic and
discursive strategies in the resignation text represent power relations, construct
political subjectivity, and redefine sources of legitimacy within the Iranian political

context.

Methodology

This study adopts Fairclough's three-dimensional model of Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA) to examine Mohammad Javad Zarif's resignation letter. The analysis
was conducted at three interconnected levels. At the descriptive level, the text was
segmented into narrative episodes and analyzed for lexical patterns, ideologically
loaded vocabulary, meaningful absences, and rhetorical devices such as metaphor and
irony. At the interpretive level, the text was examined within its situational context
through repeated close readings to explore how linguistic choices construct meaning
and political positioning. At the explanatory level, the findings were related to broader
social and political structures in order to reveal how the discourse represents power

relations, legitimacy, and political subjectivity.

Findings
The Descriptive Level
The descriptive analysis shows that the resignation letter is strategically organized to

construct the author's ethical and political identity. Phonological and syntactic
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patterns create a restrained and conciliatory tone, while the narrative progresses from
public address and legitimacy-building to political pressure, institutional intervention,
and an ethical conclusion. Lexical analysis identifies three dominant semantic fields—
service, political pressure, and hope—which collectively portray Zarif as a committed
public servant facing significant political constraints. The discourse further relies on
metaphors, idiomatic expressions, and evaluative language to frame resignation as an
act of sacrifice rather than defeat. Finally, the analysis of agency reveals a clear
asymmetry: Zarif consistently presents himself as an active and responsible political
actor through first-person verbs, whereas the agents responsible for political pressure
remain systematically obscured through de-agentification, allowing the text to

acknowledge political constraints while avoiding direct confrontation.

The Interpretive Level

At the interpretive level, the resignation letter is understood as a discursive
reconstruction of a political event rather than a simple announcement of resignation.
Produced amid political tensions surrounding the new administration and published
on the social media platform X, the text seeks to communicate directly with political
elites and the broader public. Intertextual analysis reveals a consistent discursive
pattern across Zarif's previous resignation statements, characterized by an emphasis
on public service, the omission of the agents responsible for political pressure through
de-agentification, and an ethical conclusion centered on apology and collective
interest. The analysis further shows that the resignation is framed as a voluntary and
rational act intended to protect the government rather than as a political defeat. While
political pressure is acknowledged, its sources remain deliberately obscured, and
institutional intervention is softened through expressions such as recommendation.
At the same time, the discourse constructs distinct roles for key actors: the people
emerge as the primary source of legitimacy, the Judiciary is represented as a guiding
institution, the President as a valued political partner, and the author as a self-
sacrificing public servant. Overall, language functions not merely to describe events
but to transform a politically constrained resignation into an ethical and responsible

political decision while avoiding direct confrontation with existing power structures.

The Explanatory Level
At the explanatory level, the findings indicate that the resignation discourse is shaped
by broader political and institutional structures while simultaneously contributing to

their reproduction. The text constructs legitimacy primarily through references to



God, the people, and the national interest, obscures the principal sources of political
pressure through de-agentification, and represents institutional intervention as
guidance rather than coercion. These discursive choices preserve political stability
while redefining the author's position as an ethical and responsible political subject.
At the same time, by limiting legitimizing references to God and the people and
making institutional constraints partially visible, the discourse subtly reconfigures

existing power relations without directly challenging the political order.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that Zarif's resignation letter is not merely an
announcement of withdrawal from office but a discursive practice through which
power relations, legitimacy, and political subjectivity are represented and
renegotiated. Interpreted through Fairclough's CDA and Foucault's concepts of power
relations, subjectification, and agonism, the text positions the author between
compliance and resistance: it maintains commitment to the existing political order
while simultaneously revealing, through selective silences and de-agentification, the
constraints imposed by that order. Rather than confronting power directly, the
discourse reconstructs resignation as an ethical and voluntary act, illustrating how
political actors negotiate their agency within existing power relations. Consequently,
the resignation letter functions as a site of discursive struggle in which legitimacy,
political identity, and the author's place within the network of power are continuously

redefined.
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