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Abstract

This article examines and compares the thematic orientations of two dominant
discourses within the Iranian humanities and social sciences concerning the "Twelve-
Day War". The first data set comprises 60 speeches and sessions by academic critics
and unofficial analysts, gathered from the Iranian Sociological Association and the
University of Tehran. The second set consists of 30 speeches, interviews, and articles
representing the official and Principlist (conservative) discourse, primarily sourced
from the Research Institute of Islamic Art and Culture, national broadcasting (IRIB),
and specialized publications.

The research period covers the aftermath of the war through October 2025. Utilizing
Braun and Clarke’s thematic analysis method, 14 primary themes were identified for
the first group and 7 for the second, each supported by four sub-themes.

The findings indicate that these two discourses offer fundamentally distinct
conceptualizations of the concept of "Iran". The two groups exhibit clear divergences
regarding the ontology of war, the definition of human and society, the pathology of
governance, and issues pertaining to women and the family. Ultimately, based on
these distinctions, the article presents potential scenarios for the future of Iran,
warning against the implications of a "mono-narrative” (one-eyed) approach to
national issues.
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Extended Abstract

A Comparative Analysis of Themes in Official and Unofficial Discourses
Regarding the "Twelve-Day War"

The "Twelve-Day War" of June 2025 between Iran, its allies, and Israel served as a
profound "Limit Situation" (Limit-Situation) for the Iranian collective consciousness.
It was a moment where the daily social order collapsed, and the citizenry was
confronted with primordial existential questions: "Who are we?" and "What will
become of our future?". For a segment of thinkers, this moment represented a
"Resurrection” (Rastakhiz)—a divine opportunity to revive the national will and
return to epic and religious archetypes. From this perspective, the war was not a threat
but a "condition for thought" and the awakening of dormant natures.

However, there was another side to this coin. In the underlying layers of the city and
the lived experience of the masses, the war was intertwined with concepts such as
"suspension,” "terror," "the failure of official discourse,” and a desperate "struggle for
survival". For the mother worried about her child's safety, the worker whose livelihood
vanished in market turbulence, and the migrant suddenly turned into a threat, the war
was not an epic but a "shock" to the fragile structure of daily life. This research
attempts to capture these two parallel realities through a meta-analysis of elite

discourses produced between August and October 2025.

Methodological Framework and Data Corpus

This study employs Thematic Analysis following the Braun-Clarke method to
interpret the qualitative data. The data is derived from two primary, contrasting
sources:

Group A (The Sociological/Critical Narrative): This consists of 15 specialized
sessions titled "Social Re-reading of the Twelve-Day War," organized by the Iranian
Sociological Association and the Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of
Tehran. Approximately 60 thinkers from fields such as sociology, political science,
economics, psychology, and women's studies participated. The focus here was on a
“critical and pathological” lens, prioritizing voices often marginalized in official media.
Group B (The Official/Principlist Narrative): This includes 30 speeches, interviews,
and articles from prominent intellectual and media figures within the Principlist
(Osoolgara) current. Sources included the Research Institute of Islamic Art and
Culture (Hozeh Honari), the IRIB, and the "Asre-Andisheh" publication. This
discourse focuses on ‘civilizational war," "identity revival," and "revolutionary

management'.
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The analytical process involved open coding, axial coding, and the extraction of 14
primary themes for the first group and 7 for the second, each supported by specific
sub-themes .

Findings (Part I): The Unofficial/Critical Discourse - A Sociology of
Suffering

The thematic analysis of the 60 academic presentations revealed a coherent narrative
of "Sociology of Suffering and Suspension". The 14 primary themes are detailed as
follows:

Theme 1: Crisis of Knowledge and Official Narrative Stutter The official narrative
faced a "narrative vacuum" and a decline in authority. There was a noted "poverty of
data” where systematic lies and the "theatricalization of politics" led to a lack of precise
information, fostering rumors and propaganda.

Theme 2: Moral and Psychological Collapse: The Survival Tunnel Citizens entered
a state of "Moral Tunneling," where the focus narrowed exclusively to personal
survival, leading to the erosion of empathy and a "numbness" toward the suffering of
others. The war triggered intergenerational trauma and transformed "security” into a
source of anxiety.

Theme 3: The New Global Order and Forced Geopolitics Thinkers observed the end
of neoliberalism and the rise of "Post-Fascism" or "Techno-Feudalism". They
emphasized a "Doctrine of Fragility" imposed by adversaries to structurally weaken
the region. The proposed solution was a vital need for global integration and internal
legitimacy for survival.

Theme 4: Structural Corruption and Systemic Inequality The war exposed
"institutional discrimination,” specifically through mechanisms like organized
"Selection" (Gozinesh) which excludes experts. Suffering was distributed unfairly, with
the "absence of the state” in providing services (shelters, basic needs) being starkly
visible during the crisis.

Theme 5: The Fallacy of "Comprehensive Official Solidarity” While there was
emotional solidarity, it was analyzed as "temporary and fragile," lacking stable political
trust. The "Solidarity of the City" was criticized as a false narrative, as the city returned
to its previous states of conflict immediately after the threat subsided.

Theme 6: Identity Transformation: From Ummah to Civic Nationalism The

conflict signaled the end of "Political Islam" as an effective mobilizer. A radical shift



toward "Civic Nationalism" (care-based and feminine) emerged, defining "Home"
based on citizenship and territory rather than ideology.

Theme 7: Militaristic Urbanization and the Controlled City War moved from the
borders into the urban fabric, turning Tehran into a "Defenseless City" lacking
shelters. This was accompanied by a "Control Society” where digital and physical
surveillance intensified under the guise of war.

Theme 8: Chronic Suspension and Ambiguity Life was lived in an "eternal present,"
where planning for the future became impossible. This "fluid fear" and "short-term
resilience” became a permanent state for Iranians.

Theme 9: Economic Fragility and the "Uberization” of Survival The war acted as a
final blow to an economy already weakened by sanctions. There was an "Uberization
of labor," where precarious work expanded and the risk was transferred to workers
lacking any social protection.

Theme 10: Women: The Multiplied Burden of Suffering Women were the "shock
absorbers” of the crisis, managing family emotions and survival while being
structurally omitted from official war narratives . There was a noted tension between
"Maternal Logic" and the "Logic of War".

Theme 11: Moral Crisis and the Scapegoating of Migrants The society experienced a
moral failure by "scapegoating” Afghan migrants to vent collective anger. This
involved a "moral justification for exclusion" and the violation of the rights of migrant
children.

Theme 12: Ineffectiveness of Intermediate Institutions Institutions like political
parties and universities were found to be "performative" and unable to represent
public demands. There was a "rhetorical crisis” where elite language failed to connect
with the masses.

Theme 13: Hidden Agency and Sub-surface Civil Resistance Despite the gloom,
society showed agency through "collective humor" as a psychological resistance
mechanism. Networks like the "Config Movement" and local self-governance emerged
to fill the vacuum left by the state.

Theme 14: Chronic Questioning and Conditional Peace The war functioned as an
"explosion of consciousness," leading to a chronic questioning of the entire established
order (modernity, freedom). Peace was redefined not just as the absence of war, but as

the absence of structural and symbolic violence.

Journal of Cultural
Studies and
Communication
62
Serial 81,
Volume 21,
Issue 4, Winter
2026



Journal of Cultural
Studies and
Communication
63
Serial 81,
Volume 21,
Issue 4, Winter
2026

Findings (Part II): The Official/Principlist Discourse - The Theology of
Resistance

The analysis of 30 official speeches, including those by Sajjad Safar Harandi,
Hamidreza Mirrokni, and others, revealed 7 primary themes under the banner of
"Theology of Resistance and Authority":

Theme 1: Civilizational and Decisive War The war was framed as a battle over the
"future,” not territory. It was seen as the final confrontation with the "Evil" of Western
colonial civilization and an opportunity for the region's "Original Inhabitants" (Ashab
al-Arzah) to reclaim their fate.

Theme 2: Existential Unity of National and Religious Identity The "Miracle of War"
was the proof that Ancient Iranian identity and Islamic identity are inseparable.
Figures like Rostam and Imam Ali were invoked as two sides of the same coin,
framing patriotism as a religious value (Hubb al-Watan) .

Theme 3: Refutation of the "Social Collapse” Theory The official narrative
vehemently rejected the "Social Decline" discourse of intellectuals. The presence of
people in the war effort was seen as an "empirical refutation” of the claim that the
nation and state were divided.

Theme 4: Theology of Resistance and Uncalculated Factors Victory was attributed
to "Divine Help" (Emdad Gheybi) which transcends material military calculations.
War was viewed as a "Resurrection” that awakens the soul and encourages "Death-
Awareness" (Martyrdom) over the "biological preservation” of life favored by the
West.

Theme 5: Resistance Economy and Internal Empowerment The war provided an
opportunity to "change the economic track” away from global integration toward a
"People’s Economy" and "Jihadi Management". It proved that the nation could
succeed under the highest levels of sanctions.

Theme 6: The War of Narratives and Soft Power There was an emphasis on
"Discursive Defense" (Padafand-e Goftemani). The official side criticized Western art
for "dehumanizing” Middle Eastern people and called for a "Narrative of Authority" to
portray Iran as the reservoir of historical goodness.

Theme 7: Revolutionary Management and Structural Reform While acknowledging
bureaucratic sluggishness, the solution was seen as "concentrated command centers"
(Gharargah) and the replication of the "Leader’s model" across all management levels.

It called for an end to the "suspension” of "neither war nor peace".



Analysis: The Anatomy of an Ontological Rupture

Comparing these two sets of themes reveals that they do not merely differ on policy;
they represent an Ontological Rupture. It is as if two different "Irans" are being
narrated simultaneously:

The Ontology of War: Trauma vs. Resurrection For critics, war is a "malady” and an
"interruption” in development, necessitating a return to "Normalcy" . For officials, war
is a "Gift" and an "Existential Position" that awakens the soul; normalcy is seen as
"neglect” and "routine" .

Definition of Human and Society: Vulnerable Citizen vs. Idealistic Mujahid The
subject in the first discourse is a "terrestrial human" concerned with "bread, life, and
the future of children". The subject in the second discourse is an "idealistic human"
focused on "honor, identity, and duty," who mocks death through martyrdom.
Pathology of Governance: Specialization vs. Revolutionary Spirit Both agree the
current bureaucracy is "failing". However, the first group prescribes "specialization,
democracy, and global integration” , while the second group prescribes "Jihadi
management and the removal of liberal elements".

Women and Family: Silent Victim vs. Zeinabi Hero Critics view women as the
"silent victims" and "shock absorbers" whose agency is censored by the masculine
nature of war. Officials view the "Mother of the Martyr" as a conscious, history-

making actor who aligns her will with the divine.

Discussion: The Strategic Danger of Mono-Narrative Vision

The article concludes that the most dangerous scenario for Iran's future is seeing the
reality with only "one eye". If the state only sees the "Epic" (official narrative) and
denies the "Suffering” (unofficial narrative), it risks a sudden collapse when the "limit
of social endurance" is reached. Nadr-e-Gharz (ignoring) the moral and economic
erosion can hollow out the "rear front" in a prolonged conflict. Conversely, if
intellectuals ignore the "ideological and heroic capacities” of the state's loyalist base,

their predictions will remain incomplete and flawed.

Conclusion: Bridging the Two Irans

Post-war security depends not on the elimination of one of these narratives, but on a
"Translation” and "Dialogue" between them. Sustainable governance must
simultaneously preserve "National Authority and Honor" (the official concern) and

"Welfare, Participation, and Civic Dignity" (the critical concern). Without repairing
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the "Social Scars” identified by the first group, the "Military Arm" celebrated by the
second group will eventually find itself standing alone.
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