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Abstract

The aim was to identify the relationship between the representation of women's
news and the gender gap rating in the most widely circulated newspapers in the
Middle East and it is based on the hypothesis that there is a significant relationship
between the publication of developmental news and the gender gap rating.
Women's news was divided into developmental, candy ,Newsworthy.Hamshahri from
Iran with a gender gap ranking of 143 as a Shiite base with a circulation of 80,000, Al-
Ittihad from the UAE with a ranking of 68 as a leading country in reducing the gender
gap with a circulation of 109,000, Hurriyet from Turkey with a ranking of 124 as a
European-Asian country with a circulation of 185,000; Okaz with a circulation of
250,000 from Saudi Arabia with a ranking of 127 as a Sunni base, from January 1,
2022 to January 1, 2023, with the help of a questionnaire whose variables and items
were extracted and coded from the theories of news gatekeeping, Agenda-Setting,
developmental media, feminism and gender gap, with composing week sampling from
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Hamshahri 68, Hurriyet 144, Okaz 53, Al-Ittihad 50 and 315 questionnaires were
obtained.

Using SPSS, the relative frequency of variables was identified with chi-square, the
significant difference of each variable relative to each other with pearson, the
relationship of variables with the gender gap was identified. positive and significant
relationship was found between news representation, a negative and significant
relationship between developmental news, and no relationship between Newsworthy
and candynews with the gender gap.

Keywords: News representation, developmental media, Agenda-Setting news

gatekeeping, gender gap

The 1970s was the turning point in accepting the role of the media in development
and the role of women in the development process. Despite the statement the theory
of developmental media on the role of women in development, half of society has not
yet achieved its desired position and the media has not been able to play an acceptable
role in the development process of women.

According to radical feminism theory, the male dominance of the media has led to the
exclusion of women and even the representation of subordinate roles for women
according to Guy Tuchman's theory. While the publication of women's news will push
women's demands from the margins to the text and provide a platform for reducing
the gender gap for women.

This study seeks to identify the relationship between the pattern of representation of
women's news and the gender gap rating in the most widely circulated newspapers in
the Middle East and is based on the hypothesis that there is a significant relationship
between the publication of developmental news and the gender gap rating.

For this purpose, women's news was divided into developmental, candy news (News
with gender appeal )and newsworthy, and even days without women's news were
identified.

The statistical population of Hamshahri newspaper from Iran with a gender gap rank
of 143 as a «Shiite base »with a circulation of 80,000, Al-Ittihad from the UAE with a
rank of 68 as a leading country in reducing the gender gap with a circulation of
109,000, Hurriyet from Turkey with a rank of 124 as a «European-Asian »country
with a circulation of 185,000; Okaz with a circulation of 250,000 from Saudi Arabia
with a rank of 127 as a «Sunni base »in the 2022 report, was coded from January 1,
2022 to January 1, 2023 With the help of a questionnaire whose variables and items
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were extracted from the theories of news gatekeeping, highlighting, developmental
media, and feminism and gender gap.

The systematic random sampling method and alternating or composing week
sampling were selected. 68 questionnaires were obtained from Hamshahri newspaper,
144 from Hurriyet, 53 from Okaz, and 50 from Al-Ittihad, for a total of 315
questionnaires from four newspapers over the course of a year.In this study, first, after
coding the news, the questionnaires were completed and, using SPSS software, the
relative frequency of the variables was determined and the significant difference of
each variable in the newspapers was measured with the help of the Chi-square test.
Then, the relationship between the variables and the gender gap was examined using
the "Pearson correlation coefficient” and the following results were obtained:

1- There is a positive and significant relationship between the representation of
women in the news and the gender gap. With increasing representation, the gender
gap in newspapers increases significantly.

2- There is a negative and significant relationship between developmental news and
the gender gap. With increasing developmental news, the gender gap in newspapers
decreases significantly. Hamshahri Newspaper, as an exceptional case during the 1401
events, tried to present a different image of women by publishing developmental
news.

3- There is no significant relationship between candy news and the gender gap.

4- There is no significant relationship between newsworthy news and the gender gap.
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