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Abstract

Television, as one of the most basic mass media in the production and distribution of
knowledge in the world, is used to present the teachings of religious elites. In this
study, the researcher analyzed religion in the popular TV series doodkeshl. This
research, looking at the six dimensions of "religiosity” from the perspective of Ninian
Smart, Louis Althusser's theory of "ideology and ideological structures of stste”, and
the concepts of identification and popular series, how religious messages influence
identification and The subjectivity of the audience of television series has been
discussed. In this research, by using semiotics method, John Fisk's three-level model
and Saussure's coexistence and succession axis, religious messages in the popular
series of doodkesh1 have been analyzed. Although this series is in the socio-family and
humorous genre, the research findings show that these series have religious signs and
messages (chain of signs) in five categories: 1- The bitter end of bad deeds, which is in
an implicit way, a prohibition of a non-religious act or a recommendation for a
religious act. 2- The happy end of good deeds, which is the confirmation of religious
practice and, in an implicit way, the prohibition of non-religious practice. 3-
Presenting religious concepts, such as something inherent, natural, general and
timeless. 4- Providing religious messages directly to the audience. 5- Presenting
messages centered on the presence of the clergy or in a religious place or situation can

be checked. It has been displayed as religious signs or messages (chain of religious
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signs). Most of the signs and messages (chain of signs) of religion are from the
category of belief-ideological, moral-preceptive and ritual-ritual religious dimensions,
and religious signs and messages are from the category of narrative-mythological,
intuitive-emotional and religious dimensions. less socio-institutional is included.

Keywords: Semiotics, Religiosity, Identification,Subjectivity,ideology and ideological

mechanism,popular series

Background and Problem Statement

In the current context, where mass media—particularly television—play a central role
in the production and distribution of knowledge and the shaping of audience identity,
governments utilize the capacity of these media to promote the dominant culture and
ideology. In post-revolutionary Iran, television, as a religious-ideological medium, has
consistently acted to expand religious teachings. However, previous research has
largely focused on the direct representation of rituals or sacred concepts in works with
an explicitly religious genre, while the role of seemingly non-religious and popular
series (especially in the social comedy genre) as "ideological mechanisms of
governance" has received less attention. Therefore, the main problem of the present
study is to investigate how "religiosity" is represented in the popular series "Dudkesh1”

and to analyze its function in the process of the audience's ideological "subjectivation.

Objectives and Novelty

This research aims to identify the types of religious signs and messages in the series
"Dudkesh1” and to explain the mechanism through which they influence
identification and the formation of the religious subject. The novelty of the article lies
in moving beyond the mere analysis of rituals or wholly religious characters toward
examining recurring, everyday 'situations of religiosity” within a popular social
comedy series. Furthermore, this study systematically integrates, for the first time,
Louis Althusser's theory of "ideology and ideological state apparatuses” with John

Fiske's semiotic model and Ninian Smart's six dimensions of religiosity.

Research Methodology

The research was conducted using a qualitative approach and the semiotic method.
The research population consisted of high-audience series from the 1390s (2011-
2022) on Iranian television, from which the series "Dudkesh1” was selected through
purposive sampling. The unit of analysis was "sequences” containing religious themes.

The data were interpreted and decoded using simultaneously (1) John Fiske's three-
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level codes model (reality, representation, ideology) and (2) Saussure's axes of

combination (syntagm) and selection (paradigm).

Main Findings

The findings show that despite the non-religious genre of the series, religious signs
and messages can be identified in five general categories :

1. The bitter end of bad deeds (implicitly prohibiting a non-religious act) ,

2. The happy end of good deeds (implicitly affirming a religious act) ,

3. Presenting religious concepts as something inherent, natural, universal, and
timeless,

4. Presenting religious messages directly to the audience, and

5. Presenting messages centered on the presence of the clergy or in a religious place/
situation.

The highest frequency of signs belongs respectively to the "belief-ideological,” "moral-
prescriptive,” and "ritual-liturgical” dimensions of religiosity, while the "narrative-
mythological," "intuitive-emotional," and "social-institutional" dimensions received
the least representation. The semiotic analysis revealed that social codes (behavior,
speech, appearance) and technical codes (lighting, shot size, music), together with
ideological codes, produce an integrated and "naturalized" meaning of religiosity that

establishes an imaginary and ideal relationship with the audience's real lifeworld.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The research concludes that popular series in the social comedy genre, by virtue of
features such as gray and multi-centered characters, temporal continuity, high
identification, and the representation of everyday situations, can function as an
efficient "ideological apparatus.” By presenting a mirror-like and ideal image of
religiosity, these series transform the audience into a "subject” responsive to the
interpellation of religious ideology, whereas in real life, there exists a significant gap
between behavior and its consequences. It is recommended that, instead of presenting
direct and prescriptive messages, the capacity of narrative and situational contexts be
used to provoke the audience's reflection. Future research should conduct
comparative studies of popular series from different decades or compare television

with home-display platforms (VOD) in this regard.
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