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Abstract

This article emphasizes the importance of the role of structures in obstructing
“recognition”; to this end, it examines the representation of poverty and subaltern
classes in cinema. In the representation of subaltern groups, we witness the
formulation, emergence, and consolidation of a new gaze. A “reverse reading” of texts
produced by the official and dominant narrative makes it possible to perceive and
foreground suppressed and marginalized dimensions, while also exposing the
mechanisms and arrangements through which exclusion and repression are
reproduced. The central concern of this article is the “othering” of the lower classes.
Drawing upon Ruth Wodak’s strategies of othering and employing the framework of
social semiotics, we analyze the selected film under study. Our objective is to
understand the ways in which discursive strategies within films are deployed in the
process of othering subaltern groups and transforming them into objects of the gaze.
What are the content and objectives of this cultural policy, and through what
strategies and mechanisms are subaltern subjects represented as the Other? In
response, it will be shown that the aim of various institutions and apparatuses is to
determine social positions and roles in order to preserve social hierarchies and
construct subjects in such a way that they comply with the rules of the existing order
and accept their position within the totality of the socio-economic system. Through

an analysis of the film Just 6.5, the operation of institutions and institutionalized
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patterns in reproducing inequality, the absence of the discourse of justice, and the
confrontation between macro-economic and cultural structures and subaltern groups
are highlighted. This structure exercises both humiliation and exploitation through a

» «

combination of “strategies of othering,” “metafunctions of meaning-making,” and
“misrecognition.”

The concept of “recognition” was translated into Persian by Hamid Enayat as arj-
shenasi, while other equivalents such as acknowledgment, recognition, and
identification have also been used. It refers to “the acknowledgment of one’s worth by
another; that is, the recognition of a person’s dignity and value by another individual
or group” (Enayat, 2008: 34). Charles Taylor defines recognition in relation to the
concept of “dignity.” Dignity is linked to inequality because, within hierarchical
societies, individuals do not possess it equally. In hierarchical societies, access and
proximity to power and wealth constituted the basis for social prestige and status. The
modern concept of recognition, however, rests upon a democratic foundation.
Recognition is connected to “equal dignity,” which all individuals possess irrespective
of any other consideration (Taylor, 1994: 26-29).

Recognition involves acknowledging the right of all members of society to speak and
to have a voice, as well as recognizing individuals’ capacities to speak for themselves.
The politics of recognition emphasizes human beings’ abilities and capacities as
speaking subjects who participate in organizing society through dialogue and
deliberation. Recognition thus entails acknowledging the right to speak and the
possibility of participation in public consensus and agreement. By contrast,
“misrecognition” refers to the macro-processes of exclusion and denial enacted
through the dominant political-economic discourse and the experiences of
humiliation and injustice endured by members of society. Ideological apparatuses,
institutions, and organizations continually attempt to impose forms of misrecognition
and to construct imaginary relations within the minds of social agents so that they
become trapped in false perceptions of themselves, others, and society. The silence
and voicelessness imposed through dominant institutional and cultural patterns lead
to the exclusion and absence of particular bodies and voices from the public sphere.
The reason for such efforts at repression and silencing lies in the assumption that
certain bodies and voices threaten the dominant political and discursive unity.
Consequently, in the process of representation, superfluous attributes are assigned to
them, or they are distorted and humiliated through reduction and minimization. Our
aim is to understand how discursive strategies within films are implemented in the

process of othering subaltern groups and transforming them into objects of the gaze.
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The “othering” of subaltern groups, as a form of “identity politics,” stands in
opposition to the politics of recognition. In order to understand and demonstrate this
politics, we focus on both verbal and visual representation, analyzing dialogue and
text in relation to what the film visually displays. By considering a narrative sequence
concerned with the representation of subaltern groups in recent cultural policymaking
in cinema, we identify the formulation, emergence, and consolidation of a new
perspective toward poverty and the lower classes during the 2010s. What are the
content and objectives of this cultural policy, and through what strategies and
mechanisms are subaltern subjects represented as the Other? Considering the
processes through which institutionalized norms and patterns are imposed upon
people’s bodies and minds, the issue may be reformulated as follows: through what
mechanisms and strategies is the struggle for recognition among members of society
rendered ineffective and ultimately thwarted?

Cinema can function as part of the ideological state apparatus if it seeks to represent
reality in accordance with the demands of structures of power and to conceal its
disruptive contradictions. In this sense, cinema becomes an apparatus of power. The
concept of the apparatus occupies a significant place in the work of Althusser and his
followers within film studies. From Foucault’s perspective, the apparatus constitutes the
intersection of power relations and knowledge. Through the process of
“subjectification,” the dominant political apparatus intervenes in the subject’s
consciousness and awareness in accordance with its own objectives. Subjectification
refers to the mechanisms through which the subject’s understanding and perception of
surrounding realities are manipulated. It constructs individuals in such a manner and
controls their knowledge and affective structures so that the audience is transformed
into a subject compatible with the continuation of power. In such a position, cinema
represents reality in whatever manner is required by the ideological apparatus.

One of cinema’s most significant arenas of intervention is its role in the struggle for
recognition. What does cinema do? Does it align itself with the ideological apparatus
and participate in exclusion and erasure, or does it accompany the struggles of
marginalized groups seeking recognition and the recovery of lost dignity? This article
offers a critique of dominant cinema insofar as it employs diverse techniques to enact
exclusion and erasure.

Our point of departure in criticizing dominant cinema is the role it plays in
reproducing systems of humiliation and the denial of recognition for marginalized
individuals and groups. A cinematic work can distance itself from dominant cinema

and stand on the side of resistance only to the extent that it aligns itself with



marginalized groups in their struggle for recognition. Yet Nancy Fraser warns us
about the danger of misrecognition. Marginalized groups may indeed become visible;
however, such visibility can only affirm recognition if it simultaneously critiques the
unequal economic conditions that shape their existence. A cinematic work must also
be structured from the perspective of the transgressions and resistances of the ignored
and marginalized in order to critique the unequal social order as a whole. Otherwise,
it remains within the genre of dominant cinema.

One of the principal subjects reconstructed and represented within this cinema is the issue
of poverty and subaltern groups. In dominant cinema, poverty can only be encountered
when represented in isolation from broader economic and political relations and detached
from social reality. For example, in depicting poverty and misery, the image must not be
produced through the participation of subaltern groups themselves; otherwise, the
representation of poverty becomes politically disruptive. If we consider a narrative
sequence concerned with the representation of subaltern groups in recent cultural
policymaking within dominant cinema, we can identify the formulation, emergence, and
consolidation of a new gaze toward poverty and the lower classes during the 2010s.
Through the establishment and consolidation of particular modes of seeing and valuing
within cinematic expression, relations have been produced that shape processes of
interaction and perception and have come to dominate the official narrative.

Othering and exclusionary policies directed toward subaltern groups constitute the
content of this cultural policy. Through a set of othering strategies and deliberate
mechanisms, a negative and biased representation of the subaltern Other is
constructed. Films such as Life and a Day (2016) and Sheeple (2018) exemplify
productions emerging from this approach. With regard to broader objectives,
attention must be paid to the acceleration of neoliberal policies during the 2010s. This
development has produced a transformation in cultural policymaking by ideological
apparatuses, including cinema, concerning the definition of poverty and the lower
classes. The neoliberal state prioritizes “deregulation, privatization, and the
withdrawal of the state from many domains of social welfare.” The abdication of state
responsibility regarding poverty and social justice constitutes one of the principal
goals of these policies. Although economic liberalization is not exclusive to the last
decade and has been an ongoing process, it has intensified in recent years. Parallel to
the reduction of welfare policies, subaltern groups themselves are transformed into a
social problem. Neoliberal policy attempts to reshape society’s understanding of
poverty in such a way that poverty appears to be the responsibility of the poor

themselves, attributed to their psychological weaknesses and personal deficiencies.
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Cultural institutions and ideological apparatuses, including cinema, assume part of
this function.

The film Just 6.5, directed by Saeed Roustayi, which has been selected as the case study
for this article, constitutes a prominent example shaped by these policies. The
significance of this film for analyzing the representation of subaltern groups in
cinema, in comparison with similar productions, lies in the fact that it reveals a wide
range of othering strategies and concealed mechanisms of exclusion directed toward
subaltern groups. At the same time, Just 6.5 claims to belong to an independent
cinema distinct from the mainstream, whereas in practice it reproduces the very
patterns and policies of dominant cinema. In other words, the film is a product of the
institutionalization and dissemination of the official perspective on poverty. Not only
does it fail to provide a serious critique of the structures and institutionalized patterns
that reproduce inequality, but it also covertly contributes to blaming the poor
themselves—a tendency that appears more explicitly in other works of this genre. This
point underscores the necessity of a reverse reading of the film, since the strategies of
othering and metafunctions of meaning-making operate within it in concealed ways.
Just 6.5 seeks to foreground the damaged and pathological mentality of the film’s
protagonist. Subsequently, this character is endowed with the representative status of
an entire social class. However, the content of his defense and justifications reveals a
weak and flawed logic. These findings must be examined in relation to the theory of
recognition, through which the hidden dimensions and ideological objectives
underlying the film’s choice of narrative and theme become more comprehensible.

In what Nancy Fraser describes as an era of “aggressive marketization,” the objective of
various institutions and apparatuses—including cinema—is to determine social
positions and roles in order to preserve social hierarchies and construct subjects who
conform to the rules of the existing order and accept their place within the socio-
economic totality. To achieve this objective, Just 6.5 makes no reference to the role of
institutions and institutionalized patterns in reproducing inequality. For this reason, any
discussion of justice is entirely absent from the film, despite the fact that it addresses the
issue of poverty. The film advances this process by constructing and affirming a
subordinate position for the subaltern subject. Social equality and the recognition of
difference, understood as the dual dimensions of justice, have no place within the film’s
objectives. Based on these findings, the principal yet concealed conflict within the film is
the conflict between subaltern groups and the broader economic and cultural structure,
which imposes both humiliation and exploitation through a combination of othering

strategies, metafunctions of meaning-making, and misrecognition.



The principal issue and question of this article is the othering of the lower classes. By
examining the ways in which discursive strategies within the text operate in the
process of othering subaltern groups, we observe the formulation, emergence, and
consolidation of a new perspective toward poverty and the lower classes during the
2010s. The content of this cultural policy, together with the strategies and
mechanisms through which subaltern subjects are represented as the Other, and the
processes by which institutionalized norms and patterns are imposed upon people’s
bodies and minds, ultimately render the struggle for recognition ineffective and
unsuccessful. The othering of subaltern groups, as a form of identity politics, reduces
social issues and crises to defective minds and damaged personalities. The
representation of the suffering or victimized subject, whose miseries are portrayed as
entirely resulting from personal psychological deficiencies, ignores the role of the

broader political and economic structure in producing inequality and injustice.
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