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Abstract

This study analyzes the representation of the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran under the fourteenth administration on the social media platforms X and Eitaa.
The theoretical framework is grounded in the approach of political mediatization,
which emphasizes the decisive role of media in shaping and transmitting political
messages. The research employed a qualitative methodology based on thematic
analysis, with data organized and analyzed using MAXQDA 2020. The findings
indicate that on Platform X, themes such as “missed opportunities in foreign policy,”

» «

“lack of a clear strategy,” “overreliance on the East,” and “linking foreign policy to
citizens’ livelihoods” were emphasized. In contrast, content analysis of Eitaa revealed a

stronger focus on reproducing official narratives, with dominant themes including

» o« » o«

“orientation toward the East,” “resistance against the West,” “resilient economic
diplomacy,” and “strengthening the axis of resistance.” The comparison of these two
spaces demonstrates a significant gap between global and domestic representations of
the fourteenth administration’s foreign policy. The results confirm that media not
only reflect but also construct foreign policy, and neglecting media logics can lead to
missed opportunities in diplomacy.
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Problem Statement

In the digital era, foreign policy is no longer confined to formal diplomatic arenas and
elite negotiations. Instead, it increasingly unfolds within networked communication
environments where social media platforms shape how policies are perceived,
evaluated, and contested by domestic and international audiences. This
transformation is particularly significant in political systems where public legitimacy,
economic performance, and international positioning are closely intertwined. In the
case of Iran, the Fourteenth Government has articulated ambitious foreign policy
narratives emphasizing neighborhood diplomacy, economic engagement, and a
strategic “Look to the East.” However, the extent to which these narratives are
effectively represented, internalized, or challenged in social media remains
underexplored.

The central problem addressed in this study is the growing gap between official
foreign policy discourse and its representation within social media ecosystems. This
gap may not only undermine public trust but also convert media visibility into a
source of strategic vulnerability rather than diplomatic opportunity. Accordingly, this
article asks: How is the foreign policy of Iran’s Fourteenth Government represented
on social media platforms, and what dominant meanings and evaluations emerge

from these representations?

Theoretical Framework

The study is grounded in the theoretical literature on media logic, mediatization of
foreign policy, and digital public diplomacy. The concept of media logic suggests that
political actors increasingly adapt their messages to the formats, rhythms, and
emotional dynamics of media platforms. In digital environments, this logic prioritizes
immediacy, personalization, simplification, and polarization, often at the expense of
strategic coherence and long-term planning.

Building on mediatization theory, the article conceptualizes foreign policy as a
communicative process shaped not only by state institutions but also by platform
architectures, user interactions, and algorithmic visibility. Social media are therefore
treated as constitutive arenas of foreign policy rather than passive channels of
dissemination. The study also draws on strategic narrative theory, emphasizing that
foreign policy effectiveness depends on the coherence between goals, means, and
narratives across domestic and international audiences. When such coherence is
disrupted, media representation can transform diplomatic initiatives into perceived

failures or missed opportunities.
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Methodology

This research adopts a qualitative research design based on thematic analysis. The
empirical data consist of social media content related to the foreign policy of Iran’s
Fourteenth Government, collected from two platforms: X (Twitter) and Eitaa. These
platforms were selected due to their distinct communicative characteristics—X as a
relatively pluralistic and conflict-driven space, and Eitaa as a more domestically
oriented and institutionally aligned platform.

Data collection was conducted through systematic keyword-based searches using core
foreign policy terms such as foreign policy, JCPOA, neighborhood policy, Look to the
East, economic diplomacy, and resistance. Posts, hashtags, and user-generated
commentaries were included in the corpus. The analysis was carried out using
MAXQDA 2020, following a multi-stage process: familiarization with the data, open
coding, clustering of codes into sub-themes, refinement of themes, and final
interpretation. Thematic analysis allowed for the identification of dominant patterns

of meaning, evaluations, and expectations embedded in social media discourse.

Findings

The analysis resulted in the identification of six dominant themes shaping the social

media representation of the Fourteenth Government’s foreign policy.

1. Opportunity Loss in Foreign Policy: Users frequently frame foreign policy as
reactive and delayed, particularly regarding the JCPOA and global crises such as
the Ukraine war and the Gaza conflict. The loss of diplomatic opportunities is
presented as a recurring and structural problem.

2. Weakness in Neighborhood Policy: Despite official emphasis on regional
engagement, social media discourse highlights instability, lack of
institutionalization, and underutilization of economic and transit capacities in
relations with neighboring countries.

3.  Ambivalence toward the “Look to the East” Strategy: While some users view
eastern partnerships as strategically necessary, many express concerns about
asymmetric dependence, economic imbalance, and exclusion from Western
markets.

4. Economic and Livelihood-Oriented Diplomacy: Foreign policy is
predominantly evaluated through its tangible impact on everyday economic
conditions, including inflation, employment, and currency stability. Symbolic

diplomacy without material outcomes is widely criticized.



5. Foreign Policy as an Extension of Domestic Politics: Users often perceive
foreign policy communication as oriented toward internal legitimacy and
political consumption rather than effective international engagement.

6. Absence of a Clear Diplomatic Strategy: Contradictory official statements,
shifting priorities, and lack of a long-term roadmap contribute to perceptions of
strategic ambiguity and reduced credibility.

Comparatively, X displays greater narrative diversity and critical intensity, whereas

Eitaa reflects more homogeneous and supportive discursive patterns.

Implications

The findings suggest that social media function as powerful arenas in which foreign
policy legitimacy is continuously negotiated. The dominance of critical and skeptical
narratives indicates a substantial disconnect between official discourse and public
interpretation. If left unaddressed, this gap may transform digital visibility into a
persistent source of opportunity loss in foreign policy.

The study underscores the need for integrating media logic into foreign policy
planning, developing coherent strategic narratives, and aligning diplomatic
communication with both domestic expectations and international realities. From a
theoretical perspective, the research contributes to the literature on mediatized
foreign policy in non-Western contexts. Practically, it highlights the strategic risks of
fragmented communication and the necessity of treating social media not merely as

tools, but as integral components of contemporary diplomacy.
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