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Abstract
Memory is intertwined with history, and the loss of memory leads to the loss of
history. History is a collection of events and sub-events that are recorded within
things and people. This recording takes place in memory for humans, and memory
has a historical place. The main purpose of this article is to discuss the central and
classic role of memory in relation to history, in the paradigm of posthumanism. Our
main claim is that in the digital age, memory is interwoven into external memories
and information archives. This idea is examined in the context of the critical memory
of Iranian women. How has the critical memory of women transformed in the digital
age? To answer this question, we focused on creating the capacity to archive the
events of the women's social movement and converting it into a source of
remembrance. We studied examples from the social networks Instagram and X
(Twitter) that show this transformation. According to the conclusion, for the Iranian
women's movement, the tension between the human force of memory and the non-
human forces of digital memory has led to the formation of critical remembrance and
repetition for the production of critical identity.
Keywords: women, digital, criticism, remembrance, repetition.

Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the socio-cultural landscape, particularly for
women in Iran, offering them unprecedented opportunities for expression and
engagement. This article investigates the formation of critical memory among Iranian
women within the digital environment, focusing on how digital platforms serve as
arenas for the articulation and preservation of experiences, struggles, and historical
narratives. The study situates itself within the broader discourse on digital activism,
memory studies, and examining the intersection of technology, gender, and social
memory. The digital transformation has not only facilitated the emergence of new
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forms of social interaction and community building but also posed challenges related
to the authenticity, accessibility, and permanence of digital memories.

Purpose

The purpose of this research is to explore how Iranian women utilize digital platforms
to construct and maintain critical memory. The study aims to understand the
processes through which digital media contributes to the creation and sustenance of
collective memory, particularly in relation to women's rights, social justice, and
cultural identity. It seeks to uncover the dynamics of how digital spaces are employed
by women to challenge dominant narratives, reclaim historical truths, and forge a
collective consciousness. By focusing on Iranian women, the study sheds light on the
unique socio-political and cultural contexts that shape their digital memory practices.

Methodology

This research adopts a qualitative approach, employing a combination of content
analysis. The content analysis involves the examination of digital artifacts such as
blogs, social media posts, and online forums where Iranian women discuss and reflect
on their experiences and memories. The data is analyzed using thematic coding to
identify recurring themes and patterns in the way digital memory is formed and
utilized.

Findings

The findings reveal that Iranian women actively engage in the construction of critical
memory through digital platforms, which serve as spaces for storytelling, archiving,
and community support. Digital media enable women to document personal and
collective experiences that are often excluded from mainstream historical accounts.
These platforms provide a venue for expressing dissent, sharing testimonies of
oppression, and celebrating cultural heritage. The study identifies key themes such as
resistance to censorship, the role of anonymity in protecting identities, and the use of
digital tools to connect with the diaspora. Moreover, the findings highlight the tension
between the transient nature of digital content and the desire for lasting memory, with
women employing various strategies to ensure the preservation of their digital
archives.

Conclusion

The study concludes that digital platforms play a crucial role in the formation of
critical memory among Iranian women, offering them a powerful means to
document, share, and preserve their histories and experiences. These platforms not
only facilitate the articulation of personal and collective memories but also contribute
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to the broader struggle for women's rights and social justice. The research underscores
the importance of digital literacy and the need for supportive policies that protect
digital expression and memory. It calls for further investigation into the long-term
implications of digital memory practices and the development of strategies to address
the challenges posed by the ephemeral nature of digital media.

Novelty

The novelty of this study lies in its focus on the intersection of digital media and
critical memory formation among Iranian women. While existing literature has
extensively explored digital activism and memory studies, this research uniquely
examines how digital platforms are specifically utilized by women in Iran to construct
and sustain critical memory. The study offers fresh insights into the ways digital
media can be harnessed to challenge dominant narratives and preserve marginalized
histories, contributing to the fields of digital sociology, feminist theory, and memory
studies. By highlighting the experiences of Iranian women, the research also provides
valuable perspectives on the socio-cultural dynamics of digital memory in non-
Western contexts.
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History has repeated itself. RIP Trayvon
Martin & Emmett Till
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