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Abstaract

This study aims to elucidate the cultural dynamics of Iranian society, part of which
lies in the tension between past-oriented and future-oriented cultures, and also
examines how a media program such as Chehel Tikeh on Nasim TV Network can play
a role in reproducing a past-oriented discourse. The main research question of this
study is: how, and through what mechanism, does this program transform the non-
textual past into a living or textualized past.

This research employs the cultural semiotics approach of the Tartu-Moscow School,
utilizing concepts such as binary oppositions, self and other, culture and subculture,
text and non-text, and the mechanism of presence and absence. In this study, we have,
to some extent, developed a cultural typology of past-oriented Iranian culture.

As a result, the study found that the program merely represents the post-revolutionary
past as a desirable past and, by neglecting the pre-revolutionary past during the
Pahlavi era, considers that past as non-textual and subcultural.

Keywords: Past-orientation, Cultural Semiotics, Typology, Axial Dualism

Introduction

One of the key issues in any culture is the concept of an ideal society and how it can be
pursued, which requires attention to the dimension of time. An ideal society is formed
within the cultural context, and by examining the past, one can identify exemplary
models of utopia. Cultures differ in their perception and valuation of time: present-

oriented cultures prioritize the present, future-oriented cultures emphasize the future,
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and past-oriented cultures view the past as a golden age that can be revisited and
reinterpreted. Accordingly, two main currents emerge: the present- and future-
oriented current, which seeks to create new meanings and models without reference
to the past, and the past-oriented current, which locates the desirable and ideal in the
past and seeks to reproduce it. The reproduction of the past is closely linked to
cultural memory, which serves not merely as a repository of knowledge but as a tool
to redefine the past and connect it to the present. Media play a crucial role in
transmitting and reconstructing the past. As a mainstream media institution in Iran,
the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) reproduces a post-revolutionary past
aligned with national-Islamic ideology while negating pre-revolutionary eras. The TV
program Chehel Tikeh on Nasim Network, launched in winter 2017, aims to depict
past memories and nostalgia. By inviting artists, athletes, and prominent figures, the
program contributes to the reproduction of a desirable past in line with the official

discourse of the Islamic Republic.

Purpose

The primary research problem and objective of this study is to identify the text(s) that
the past-oriented Iranian culture produces and circulates, and that serve as a model
for this cultural orientation. In this context, the television program Chehel Tikeh on
Nasim Network has been selected as a case study and analyzed according to the
theoretical framework and methodology of this article. The focus of the analysis is on
how the past is represented as a meaningful and signifying text within the program. In
other words, the study examines how Chehel Tikeh revives and reproduces Iranian
history through the lens of the value-based opposition between past and future, and

determines the cultural typology under which this representation of the past falls.

Methodology

The methodology of this study is based on the cultural semiotics of the Tartu-Moscow
School. The research sample is the television program Chehel Tikeh on Nasim
Network, purposefully selected because it meets all four criteria for “return to the
past” and is one of IRIB’s most prominent programs focused on representing the past.
For sampling, the program was produced in five seasons, and five episodes from each
season were randomly selected to cover the temporal span of the program.
Additionally, the Nowruz

2019 special episode was purposefully chosen due to its targeted content and

significance. The selected episodes were analyzed using semiotic analysis, and a
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cultural typology of the represented themes was subsequently

Findings

The television program Chehel Tikeh represents the post-revolutionary past as the
desirable past, while the pre-revolutionary past is depicted as subcultural and
“other.”

From the narrative semiotic perspective, rebroadcasted films and series align with
post-revolutionary culture and incorporate religious and Islamic elements.

Religious occasions are prioritized over national cultural elements.

e The past is perceived as valuable and nostalgic, now lost, yet essential for
envisioning an ideal society.

e From the character semiotic perspective, the program recognizes only individuals
who have achieved artistic, cultural, or social accomplishments after the
revolution. The host and invited guests serve as narrators of the past and central
figures in its representation.

e A recurring semiotic sign is the “female sign,” depicting a fully veiled woman who
is a mother and caregiver.

e From the media semiotic perspective, the program primarily uses films and series
produced in Iran after the revolution to represent the past, while foreign
productions are absent.

Conclusion

o Chehel Tikeh employs semiotic mechanisms such as presence and absence, text
and non-text, self and other, and culture and subculture to represent the desirable
post-revolutionary past.

e The media acts as a cultural intermediary, transforming a lifeless past into
meaningful text to reproduce past-oriented cultural models in the audience’s
perception.

Novelty

No previous research has been conducted on how Iranian past-oriented culture is

represented and reproduced through television programs in post-revolutionary Iran.

The novelty of this study lies in its use of the Tartu-Moscow School of cultural

semiotics to analyze the television program Chehel Tikeh on Nasim Network,

uncovering how the program transforms the lifeless past into a meaningful text,

represents the post-revolutionary past as desirable, and marginalizes the pre-



revolutionary past. This approach provides a new understanding of the mechanisms
through which media constructs and circulates past-oriented cultural models in

contemporary Iranian society.
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