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Abstract
The culture can be known as all those human beings learned in non-organic life, and
over the years, it has been learned from generation to generation. In debate between
Abu Hatam al-Razi and Mohamed Ibn Zakaria al-Razi, Abu Hatam advocates
religiosity, and it seems that he considers cultural norms and social institutions and
cultural phenomena to be given from prophetic doctrines this means the originality of
the prophetic culture. In this paper, Abu Hatam's view point of the effectiveness and
priority of prophetic culture will be explained. In his opinion, if the prophecy did not
exist, social norms would not be formed; social institutions as politics would not
remain and there is no language. Abu Hatam's defense implies a functionalist view;
Accordingly, in a part of this essay refer to the Emile Durkheim's Sociology of
Religion, a model of how to defend Abu Hatam functional interpretation will be
provided, In the following, properties of his point of view are compared to
Durkheim's functionalism.
Keywords: Abu Hatam al-Razi; Mohammed Ibn Zakaria al-Razi; Functionalism;
Prophetic Culture; Prophecy

Introduction

Abu Hatim Ahmad b. Hamdan al-Razi (d. 322/934), a prominent Ismaili missionary
and theologian, reports in I'lam al-Nubuwwa a celebrated disputation with a denier of
religion, whom later sources—most notably al-Kirmani—identify as Muhammad b.

Zakariyya' al-Razi. According to these accounts, the debate took place in Rayy under
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the supervision of Mardavij, the ruler of the region. In this polemical context, Abu
Hatim mounts a systematic defense of religion against rationalist critiques, focusing
primarily on the legitimacy and necessity of prophecy.

This article argues that Aba Hatim’s defense of prophecy implicitly relies on a
functionalist mode of reasoning: long before the emergence of modern sociology of
religion, he explains religion—and specifically prophecy—by reference to its role in
generating social norms, institutions, language, and cultural order. By reconstructing
these functional dimensions, the study aims to reassess both the scope and the limits

of functionalist approaches to religion.

Research Objectives and Questions

The primary objective of this research is to extract, from Aba Hatim’s disputation and
related writings, an account of the prophetic origins of what is today termed “culture,”
and to clarify the argumentative strategy he employs against the denial of prophecy.
The central research question is therefore:

How does Abu Hatim al-Razi, through a functionalist line of argument, conceive
culture as prophetically grounded, and to what extent is this approach theoretically
and methodologically effective?

Literature Review

Previous scholarship has addressed Abu Hatim mainly from philosophical or
theological perspectives. For instance, Qaramaliki and Mansuri have examined his
conception of reason as revelation-based, in contrast to the self-sufficient rationalism
of Muhammad b. Zakariyya’ al-Razi. Other studies, such as those by Hans Daiber,
have explored I'lam al-Nubuwwa in relation to the political philosophy of al-Farabi.
While these contributions are valuable, they do not explicitly investigate the prophetic
roots of culture using sociological definitions of culture. This study departs from
earlier approaches by adopting a sociological point of departure and focusing on

culture as a system of values, norms, symbols, and institutions.

Conceptual Framework

The analysis employs three key concepts:

Culture is understood, following sociological theory, as the learned and shared system
of beliefs, values, norms, and symbolic practices that structure social life.

Language is treated as both a cultural phenomenon and the primary medium through

which culture is transmitted and transformed.
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Functionalism refers to an approach that explains phenomena in terms of the roles
they play within a system, prioritizing causal and social functions over metaphysical

e€ssence.

Methodology

The study adopts a documentary and textual-analytical method. Although culture is a
modern analytical category, contemporary theoretical frameworks are applied
heuristically to premodern texts in order to illuminate conceptual continuities and
differences. The primary source is I'lam al-Nubuwwa, supplemented by Aba Hatim’s

other works where relevant.

The Relationship between Prophecy and Culture

Abu Hatim consistently attributes the foundational elements of social life—moral
norms, legal regulations, political authority, and linguistic order—to prophetic
revelation. For him, divine wisdom necessitates the appointment of prophets to guide
humanity toward collective welfare, since human beings differ in intellect and
disposition. Social order and political governance, therefore, are not merely human

conventions but extensions of prophetic legislation.

The Prophetic Origin of Social Norms

In defending prophecy, Aba Hatim argues that values and norms essential to human
coexistence cannot be reliably derived from unaided reason alone. Prophets specify
benefits and harms in social life, thereby grounding moral and legal norms that
sustain communal stability. This reasoning closely resembles later functionalist

accounts of religion as a source of social cohesion.

The Prophetic Origin of Social Institutions

Abu Hatim maintains that political authority and legal institutions ultimately derive
from prophetic law. Even societies outside Islam, he contends, govern themselves
according to residual norms inherited from earlier prophetic traditions. Governance,
family law, and property relations are thus framed as universal beneficiaries of

prophetic legislation, regardless of individual belief.

The Prophetic Origin of Language
Abu Hatim advances a maximalist thesis according to which language itself originates

in divine instruction mediated by prophets. Although this claim is difficult to sustain



from a modern linguistic standpoint, it can be partially rehabilitated through a
minimal reading. By drawing on Toshihiko Izutsu’s semantic theory, this study argues
that prophecy—particularly Qur’anic revelation—reconfigures existing linguistic
systems by generating new semantic networks that reflect a transformed worldview.
In this sense, prophecy plays a decisive role in cultural-linguistic transformation
rather than in the absolute creation of language.

Functionalism: Abiit Hatim and Durkheim

A comparative analysis with Emile Durkheim reveals both affinities and divergences.
Like Durkheim, Abu Hatim emphasizes the role of religion in producing social
cohesion and cultural categories. However, whereas Durkheim adopts a naturalistic
and agnostic stance toward religious truth, Aba Hatim grounds cultural functions in a
metaphysical reality—revelation. His approach may therefore be described as a

theologically grounded functionalism rather than a positivistic one.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that Aba Hatim al-Razi offers a proto-functionalist defense
of religion by presenting prophecy as the source of culture, social order, and meaning.
Although some of his claims—particularly regarding the origin of language—require
critical revision, a minimal and methodologically refined version of his argument
remains intellectually viable. By highlighting the functional dimensions of prophecy
while retaining its metaphysical core, Aba Hatim’s thought offers a distinctive
alternative to modern secular functionalism and contributes to contemporary debates

on religion, culture, and rationality.
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