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Abstract
Considering the meaning of "listening" in the media developments is the concern of
the present research; How these changes affect the experience and meaning of
"listening" in the media life-world.
Podcast as an audio medium was born in the image-saturated culture of new media
thanks to iPods, cheap audio software, and blogs. In the meantime, those born in the
sixties who have experienced the transition from analog to digital media, as the young
generation in the eighties, saw the arrival of podcasts in Iran amid the fever of
blogging, social networks such as Twitter, they remember Friend feed and Facebook.
Based on the life-media of this generation, the study of their listening experience in
the podcast shows the changing meaning of listening as "culture". Based on this, we
studied the structure of the podcast listening experience in the media life-world of
people born in the sixties with Husserl's transcendental phenomenological approach.
We organized the descriptions within the common structure of the users' experience,
i.e. "borderline situations of implementing the "technique” of listening to podcasts"
and showed how in these situations, the semantic layers of the media life-world are
experienced in different ways. and based on this, the listening patterns are detailed as
"podcast sub-culture" in the media life-world. These patterns are: immersive, elitist
and emancipator, and podcast also has different meanings based on these patterns;

Podcast as a narrative in immersive listening, podcast as a shelter in emancipator
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listening, and podcast as packaged knowledge in elitist listening.
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Introduction

In February 2004, Ben Hammersley, in a report titled “The Audible Revolution,”
announced the birth of a medium that was booming “thanks to iPods, cheap audio
software, and blogs.”In fact, what distinguishes podcasts from other audio media is a
set of “cultural practices and meanings that are intertwined with the technologies of
their distribution, organization, and consumption” (Morris and Patterson, 2015).

In Iran, podcasting also began in 2004 and began its growth and development in 2007,
and after a decade of stagnation, we are witnessing its rise again these days.
Meanwhile, the sixties remember the beginning of podcasting at the height of
blogging, and the presence of other social media such as Facebook. Compared to the
generations that followed them, especially the eighties, this generation has
experienced the transition from analog media such as radio, two-cassette recorders,
and small portable recorders such as Walkmans to digital media. As the young
generation of the eighties, they were accompanied by the beginning of connection to
the global network and the Internet, and, compared to their previous generations,
they internalized the new media space in their life-world. Now, “listening to podcasts”
has once again taken on an important place in their life-world.

With the resurgence of podcasts in various genres, this generation has rediscovered
“listening” in a new form and meaning in their media life; with their numerous social
roles and preoccupations, they have not only rediscovered multiple meanings of
“listening” in their daily lives through listening to podcasts, but also through the
“podcast listening experience” they have redefined their relationship with the new life-
space.

In this study, we want to know how the experience of listening to podcasts has been
defined as a new listening culture in the media-based life of the sixties? How does the
podcast medium, with its multiple meanings in their daily lives, overshadow the
semantic layers of their media life-world, namely time, place, communication,
everyday knowledge, and the body.

In this study, we aim to provide a phenomenological description of the podcast
listening experience among Iranian users born in the 1960s, using Husserlian
transcendental phenomenology. The study of their lived experience shows how their

shared media life-world plays a role not only in the formation of the structures of the
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“podcast listening experience” but also in the meaning of “auditory culture” in the

context of media developments.

Main questions

« What is the structure of the podcast listening experience in the media-mediated bio-
world of the 1960s?

o How does the podcast experience play a role in the formation of a new listening
culture?

Sub-questions:

« How are the semantic patterns of listening formed for podcast users of the 1960s in
their media bio-world?

« How are the semantic layers of the media life-world; body, time, knowledge, and
relationship experienced in these patterns?

o How does the podcast medium relate to the semantic patterns of listening in the

lived experience of users?

Methodology

In this study, we aim to provide a phenomenological description of the podcast
listening experience among Iranian users born in the 1360s, using Husserlian
transcendental phenomenology. The study of their lived experience shows how their
shared media life-world plays a role not only in the formation of the structures of the
“podcast listening experience” but also in the meaning of “auditory culture” in the
context of media developments.

In this article, the samples were selected purposefully and non-randomly. Based on
the technique of in-depth and open interviews, we conducted a conversation with
users born in the sixties who listen to podcasts on a regular and daily basis; meaning
that they do not include listening to podcasts in their daily routine by chance, but as a
conscious choice and as part of a purposeful program.

After conducting 6 interviews, we reached theoretical saturation, meaning that the
experiences that the participants from the sixties provided us were similar experiences

and we did not reach new findings and no new issues were raised by the interviewees.

Findings
In the theoretical part, we conceptualized the media-enhanced life-world using Alfred
Schutz’s concept of the life-world and the theory of media ecology and remediacy, and

in the part, we understood the cycle of thoughts in the media-enhanced life-world and



its connection to the corporeality of the podcast listening experience as a way to resolve
the confounding situations of the media-enhanced life-world. A media-enhanced life-
world in which the hierarchy of senses is rearranged in its semantic layers and opens a
way to permanently connect to the media space. But how is the meaning of “listening
experience” itself redefined in this media-enhanced life-world? With the
miniaturization, portability, and speed of media technologies, the meaning of “portable
listening” begins within the media-enhanced life-world; that is, where the radio,
telephone, and tape recorder go from being isolated objects in still and silent
environments to entering a fluid, dynamic space where the semantic layers of the media-
enhanced life-world; Body, time, relationship and knowledge are redefined in it.

In this “portable auditory culture”, the “ear” by connecting to a hands-free or even
listening through the speaker of a smartphone, creates personalized fluid spaces for
us, whose temporal and spatial structures we own, and through which we can
structure our daily lives and implement our feelings in them. Feelings that do not have
a linear and one-dimensional understanding of space, corporeality, time, place and
other semantic layers of the life-world. Rather, they create them within indefinite
boundaries; the boundary between presence and absence, solitude and front, being
and not being, extraordinary and ordinary, etc.

The experience of listening to podcasts among the sixties, in accordance with their
media bio, leads to the formation of shared structures of experience; structures that
arise within border situations. It is in these situations that the core of the podcast
listening experience has multiple and fluid meanings in every place and every space;
sometimes as a further development of the personality, a means of acquiring
unconditional knowledge, a means of distinguishing oneself from others, sometimes
as a means of communicating with the other, and sometimes as an escape from the
other and communicating with the “self,” etc. These meanings construct a set of
values culturally and socially in podcast users as a “subculture.” A subculture that can
be called the “podcast subculture” in which the user completes his “way of being” in
the midst of a dynamic everyday life.

Within this subculture, the semantic layers of the media life-world; time, corporeality,
knowledge, and relationship take different forms based on listening in the common
structure of the users’ experience. In each of these forms, the user experiences
different ways of listening; immersive, elitist, and liberating. Therefore, in the podcast
experience, listening is mixed with everyday meanings, narrative, knowledge, and

communication, and the podcast also functions as a “microcosm” within the media

Journal of Cultural
Studies and
Communication
14
Serial 79,
Volume 21,
Issue 2, Summer
2025



Journal of Cultural
Studies and
Communication
15
Serial 79,
Volume 21,
Issue 2, Summer
2025

life-world; podcast as narrative, podcast as refuge, and podcast as packaged
knowledge.
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