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Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to investigate the current pattern of teacher-
student relationship in elementary school. This research was conducted with a
qualitative approach and with the Foundational data method. The scope of the
research was made up of teachers and students of elementery schools in Birjand.
According to the nature of the research, the purposeful sampling method was used,
and the data was obtained with semi-structured interviews of 13 teachers and 10
students. In order to analyze the data, open, axial and selective coding methods were
used. Lincoln and Goba criteria were used to ensure validity and reliability. The
findings from the lived experiences of teachers and students were organized in the
form of the Strauss and Corbin paradigm model including the promotion of teacher-
student relationship in elementary school as a central category and causal conditions
(solving educational problems, solving educational and motivational problems,
recognizing students in different dimensions, personalizing learning, solving family
problems), background factors (family factors, career development factors,
personality factors and social factors), intervention conditions (generational
differences, common interests, gender, family thinking and culture, changing the

position of the teacher, type of school and classroom atmosphere and defects physical
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and disability, The way of expression and speech), strategies (accurate location and
time monitoring, establishing verbal and non-verbal relationship , face-to-face and
virtual relationship , case investigation and information acquisition, humor and
game-oriented) and consequences (academic progress, increasing motivation, finding
talents, changing perspective towards school and teacher, reduction of social harms
and change in the teaching process and class management). In general, it can be
concluded that teacher-student relationship has an average status, and on the other
hand, students are more willing to communicate than teachers. At the primary level,
because the teacher has scientific authority and is considered as a role model among
students, the relationship between the teacher and the student has not yet been

marginalized .

Keywords: teacher-student relationship, elementary, grand theory, foundation data

Introduction

Educational communication is one of the most basic interpersonal interactions in
school (Balagova & Halakova, 2018). Educational communication is a special form of
communication that is specific to educational activities and efforts and is intended for
systematic and auxiliary learning (Manea, 2020). Educational communication in line
with curriculum implementation takes place at different levels of communication,
such as teacher-student communication, teacher-parent communication, etc. (Rogers
& Hyson, 2022). The relationship between the teacher and the students is one of the
important factors known in the academic progress and the scientific and educational
output of the students (Agyekum, 2019). And it is of special importance among other
types of communication. Teacher-student communication is critical to the success of
teaching and learning (Hershkovizt & Forkosh-Baruch, 2017)

Purpose

Some of the immigrants to Iran are foreign students who study in Iranian universities
such as Al-Mustafa International University. One group of students from the Al-
Mustafa community are from Russia. The students who come from Russia to study in
Iran had certain schemata about the Iranian culture and people before their arrival,
and after a while, and through frequent encounters with the culture of the Iranian
people, they form inter-cultural communication and they might come to the
conclusion that time has come to change their schemata. The purpose of this research
is to study and evaluate the mental images of the Russian students of Al-Mustafa
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International University community about the people of Iran; hence, we have tried to
uncover the mental images of Russian students before and after entering Iran, the
sources of creating previous images, accepted and unacceptable cultural components,

and the mental images of Iranian people towards students were studied in this article.

Methodology

In our project, we employed a qualitative research method, and semi-structured
interview technique was used to collect data. The sampling method was also based on
the snowball sampling procedure; accordingly, 12 Russian students were selected and
interviewed. Also, data collection continued based on the philosophy of theoretical
saturation, until no evidence and new concepts were obtained from the data. Finally,
the collected data was analyzed based on a thematic analysis approach. To carry out
thematic analysis, first, all the data were completely converted into text, then the
process of codifying sub-themes was carried out and finally, the main themes were

extracted.

Findings

The findings of our study show that the Russian students' previous schemata about
the culture of the Iranian people had three main themes: "religious", "approving the
ruling political system" and "ethical". They considered the people of Iran to be pious
and women to be veiled and considered them to be patriotic, revolutionary, anti-
arrogance, and believing in ethical values such as kindness and goodness. The sources
of creating these schemata have been "mass and social media", such as Russian radio
and television, the Internet and personal studies, and "interpersonal communication"
such as communication with religious missionaries and acquaintances. But after
entering and dealing with the Iranian people's culture, they consider Iranians to have
"religious diversity" such as being obscene and non-religious, "political factionalism"
such as not following Iran's political establishment and a desire for European and
American lifestyle, and "immorality" such as lying and slander. The studied students
did not accept Iranians' "incomprehensible behaviors" such as compliments or
deception, "temperament” such as misbehavior and insults, and love of money such as
luxury and fighting over money. However, they expressed the spirit of martyrdom,
courage, charity activities, and holding mourning ceremonies and prayers by Iranian
people as acceptable cultural traits. Finally, these students pointed out the general
public's perception of them, that they took the rights of the Iranian people away from



them, have a high income in Iran, have a luxurious life in Russia, and are surprised by

the leaving their good Russian life to immigrate to Iran.

Conclusion

The results of this study show that Russian students initially formed a mental ideal of
Iranian people; in this ideal, the people of Iran had absolutely no shortcomings and
enjoyed a positive cultural uniformity; but after entering Iran and facing
shortcomings and conflicts, they formed a "prototype". Based on this, the students
changed the positive and uniform ideas towards the Iranian people into plural
schemata. Also, what has been mentioned as the students' schemata about the Iranian
people's attitude towards them shows the complete lack of understanding and
communication between Iranian people and Russian students; Because according to
the students themselves, no huge sums of money and exclusive advantages have been
provided to them Hence, Russian students have suffered mega-prototyping in relation
to the Iranian people's ideas from their own point of view. Basically, mega-
prototyping occurs when a stranger in the host culture feels that the host people have

a negative perception of him or her.

Novelty

No previous research has been done regarding the mental schemata of Russian people
towards Iranian people and culture. The advantage of this study is that by using the
theoretical approaches of intercultural communication, it has tried to uncover the
"person-schema’ and "self-schema" of the Russian students of Al-Mustafa

International University toward the people of Iran.
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