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Abstract

Understanding narrative techniques in fiction has been a primary focus of
structuralist research in recent decades. Narrative theorists argue that by categorizing
the elements of a narrative, one can examine the methods, techniques, the world of
the text, the narrative's fictional world, and the perceptual quality within a specific
work. Edward Branigan identifies eight essential narrative levels for the transmission
and perception of modern narratives. These levels facilitate the reader's immersion
into the literary text and their comprehension of it.

In this study, we first employ a descriptive-analytical method to introduce Branigan’s
eight narrative levels. We then examine their reflection in the postmodern novel Time
of Shadows by Mahmoud Falaki. The findings indicate that the narrator, through the
deconstruction and representation of experiences via internal mental events,
integrates the characters—revealed through memory—with concrete and external
(social) developments. By layering and structuring information, the narrator creates a
space for the audience to engage with the narrative and its events. Furthermore, the
author highlights the differences and similarities between events and characters by

disrupting chronological sequence and intertwining temporal layers.
Keywords: Narrative, Novel, Eight Levels, Branigan, Time of Shadows

Introduction
Literature, as a symbolic and discursive system, is interconnected with semiotics and

social psychology through its structure. On the other hand, sociolinguists distinguish
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between the process of meaning creation and the production and combination of
human utterances. Greimas argues: "The process of meaning creation does not initially
occur through the production and combination of utterances in speech. Rather, this
process is enriched along its trajectory by narrative structures” (Rimmon-Kenan, 2008:
178). These structures inherently contain separable codes and details that collectively
render utterances—or the products of these utterances—meaningful. One of the key
objectives of structuralist approaches is the effort to discern codes and writing within
various plots, as well as the grammar of narrative. Some narratologists refer to this
aspect of narratology as "pure empiricist structuralism” (Branigan, 2017: 219).

This research employs Edward Branigan's eight levels of narrativity and is divided into
two sections. In the first section, we provide a descriptive introduction to Branigan's
eight-level framework. In the second section, we analytically examine these eight
levels in the novel Time of Shadows (2014) by Mahmoud Falaki.

Falaki is among the pioneering Iranian authors who have actively contributed to both
the theoretical elaboration of temporal narrative theories and the practice of novel
writing. Time of Shadows is a postmodern novel in which the theoretical foundations
of narrative and its levels are foregrounded through a deconstructive approach. By
briefly tracing each of Branigan’s eight levels, we demonstrate the quality of the
narrative techniques employed in the work, the process of perception, and the
boundaries that a narrative must establish to be comprehensible within a given
framework.

The objective of this study is to analyze the layered constructs of a postmodern
literary work. The underlying assumption of the research is that epistemological
contexts in perceiving different narrative levels will contribute to a deeper

understanding of the literary work's conceptual dimensions.

Theoretical Foundations and Literature Review

In the domain of narratology and narrative theories in our country, research has been
conducted in two main areas: the analysis of classical works and contemporary works.
The majority of studies based on linguistic and formal-structural approaches have
been developed under the general title of morphology, drawing primarily on the
theories of Vladimir Propp (1895-1970), particularly in the study of classical texts.
Some researchers, utilizing the ideas of later narratologists such as Gérard Genette,
Claude Lévi-Strauss, Tzvetan Todorov, Claude Bremond, Louis Althusser, Roland
Barthes, and others, have examined classical works while also paying attention to the

analysis of contemporary texts.
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Regarding Branigan’s eight levels of narrative, an article containing a partial
translation of the seventh chapter was published in Farabi Journal (Volume 11). Later,
in 2017, this narratologist’s book was published by Siahroud Publications. Due to the
novelty of the presented topic, Branigan’s proposed levels have not yet been reflected
in any studies of Iranian works. Thus, the present research is the first study to analyze

a postmodern work using the eight-level narrative approach.

Research Method

In this method, Edward Branigan, by integrating various narrative theories and
expanding Susan Lanser’s six-level narrative model into eight levels, proposes a
hierarchy for the roles or levels of the reader’s entry into the literary text. These levels
are as follows: 1- Text 2- Story 3- Story world 4- Scene events 5- Acting 6. Speech 7.

Perception 8. Thought

In this model, each level represents an epistemological framework within which data
is described (Branigan, 2017: 184).

Conclusion

The novel Time of Shadows presents a postmodern narrative of the decline of an
aristocratic family, in which the narrator reconstructs individual memory. By
applying Edward Branigan’s eight levels of narration, we demonstrate how the author
disrupts the sequence of events, subverting the concept of time to evoke fragmented
thought underlying the novel. This fragmented thought is reinforced through the
author’s extensive use of blank spaces between the adolescent years of the narrator
within the text, reflecting the disjointed identity of the protagonist. Branigan’s eight
levels reveal the deliberate collapse of temporality and the incoherent sequencing of
events, speaking to the disintegration of language and the absence of a unified
narrator.

By blurring the boundaries between memory and imagination, Falaki constructs
images and micro-narratives based on free association, leaving the reader in doubt
between reality and fiction. He disrupts the conventional framework of memoir-
writing, creating a perceptual field through which the reader is transported from one
cognitive realm (memory) to another (postmodern fiction). Through the deferral of
reality and the fusion of disparate micro-narratives, he portrays a kind of
schizophrenia in the characters’ identities, emblematic of Iran’s transitional period in

the 1970s. Wordplay and deconstruction, in the absence of a definitive narrator,



foreground a polyphonic and individualized discourse infused with humor and

indeterminacy.
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