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Abstract

Considering the importance of media diplomacy for our country and the emergence
of some weaknesses in this field, designing a persuasive model of media diplomacy in
the Islamic Republic of Iran has been determined as the goal of this study. In this
regard, with a qualitative approach and the method of grounded theory, in-depth and
open interviews were conducted with 17 top elites in the field of diplomacy and
media. Then, during three stages of open, axial and selective coding, the data were
analyzed and continuous comparisons were made between them, and finally, the
desired pattern was extracted in the form of a paradigm model.

Data analysis showed that the central phenomenon of this model is the persuasion of
public opinion in the national interest. Also, the strategies of the persuasive model of
media diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of Iran include the government's persuasive
relationship with the media, the promotion of the media globally, the use of the

capacity of culture and civil society, the media and foreign elites.
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The important point is that the strength and efficiency of foreign policy is a
prerequisite for success in media diplomacy in order to finally achieve national
consensus and persuasion of activists and public opinion in this regard. The following
is a more practical model that has operational strategies for promoting diplomacy,
promoting the media, and improving relations between the two institutions, including
a policy-making and coordinating staff that coordinates media-diplomacy activation.
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Introduction

In the 21st century, with the emergence of diverse components of power, how to best
utilize these components to shape national power is one of the most important
concerns of country leaders. The rise of new media, which has influenced everything
in today’s world, has also had a serious impact on diplomacy; media diplomacy is one
of the least risky ways to build strong relationships and lasting alliances and the best
path to achieving national interests.

Media diplomacy is more necessary for the Islamic Republic of Iran, which is under
various pressures and at the same time cannot afford isolation. However, it seems that
the Islamic Republic’s media complex does not have a coherent and efficient output in

the path of media diplomacy.

Research Method

In this study, with the aim of understanding the damages and performance of the
media diplomacy of the Iranian foreign policy apparatus, we identified the problems
through interviews with 17 elites active in the field of diplomacy and media, and with
the aim of providing a comprehensive solution to promote the country's media
diplomacy, we designed the "persuasive model of media diplomacy in the Islamic
Republic of Iran". In this study, the qualitative method and among the qualitative

methods, grounded theory have been selected.

Findings

In the paradigm model with the Strauss and Corbin approach, the solutions extracted
are categorized in the form of strategies for persuasive communication between the
government and the media, promoting the media at the global level, using the
capacity of culture and civil society, the media and foreign elites, and some
operational and management tactics are also used; however, the power of foreign

policy is a prerequisite for success in media diplomacy. Ultimately, we expect that the
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aforementioned strategies will create a national consensus and convince activists and
public opinion, paving the way for success.

An integrated model has also been presented in which the main focus is on
persuading public opinion in line with national interests, and its solution is to
promote media diplomacy, which is pursued in several directions: promoting
diplomacy, promoting the media, and promoting the relationship between diplomacy
and the media through a policy-making and coordinating headquarters.
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